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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. All rejections under 35 U.S.C 102 and 35 U.S.C 103 made in the previous 
Office action, mailed July 14, 2008, have been withdrawn in view of amendment 
filed September 26, 2008. 

2. Page 1 9, lines 5-8, Applicants inform "Corrected drawings are submitted in 
conformance with the requirements of the Office Action. Specifically, Fig. 1 is 
amended to include the legend "-Prior Art-" as indicated by the Office Action". 

Corrected drawings have not been received. Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see page 28, line 17 - page 29, line 22, filed 
September 26, 2008, with respect to claims 26, 38, 43 and 48 have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. The rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) of claims 
26, 38, 43 and 48 has been withdrawn. 

4. Applicant's arguments regarding rejection under 35 U.S.C 1 02(e) of claims 
1-3, 8-10, 14-16, and 20-22 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Kompella et al. fully discloses sending a Hello message to a first 
neighbor RSVP node, after entering the recovery mode (advertise restart 
capability 605; Fig. 6; Kompella et al.; Hello message; 830; Fig. 8; column 10, 
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lines 44-57), wherein the Hello message comprises a non-zero Recovery Time 
value; completing the recovery mode; sending a Hello message to the first 
neighbor RSVP node (622; advertise that forwarding state table was not 
preserved; Kompella etal.; Fig. 6; column 11, lines 15-20), after completing the 
recovery mode, wherein the Hello message comprises a Recovery Time value of 
zero. 

5. Applicants arguments regarding 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, new matter rejections of 
claims 26-52, are not persuasive. See explanations below in paragraph 10. 



Oath/Declaration 

6. A preliminary amendment filed after the filing date of the application is not 
part of the original disclosure of the application. See MPEP §706.03(0). Applicant 
is required to provide a supplemental oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1 .67 
referring to the preliminary amendment. See MPEP §608.04(b). 



Drawings 

7. Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as --Prior Art- because 
only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be 
labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as 
not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted 
by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
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corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not 
be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

8. The preliminary amendment filed on 08/03/2004 is objected to under 35 
U.S.C. 132(a) because it introduces new matter into the disclosure. 

35 U.S.C. 132(a) states that no amendment shall introduce new matter into the 
disclosure of the invention. It is applicant's obligation to review the preliminary 
amendment to ensure that it does not contain subject matter not otherwise 
included in the specification or drawings of the application as filed. See MPEP 
§608.04(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

9. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying 
out his invention. 

10. Claims 26-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the 
time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

As to claims 26, 38, 43 and 48: 
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Claims 26, 38, 43 and 48 recite the claim language, "based on the second 
recovery data, updating the first path data to correspond to the second path 
data ", that was not described in the specification as originally filed. Applicants 
refers to paragraph [0060] of the specification. However, paragraph [0060] does 
not provide support for updating the first path data to correspond to the 
second path data, particularly, paragraph [0060] does not teach corresponding 
first path data to second path data after updating. Paragraph [0060] does not 
teach that the Path state is the fist path. Paragraph [0060] teaches to update 
ERO , but not the first or second data path . 
As to claim 37: 

Claim 37 recite the claim language, "identifying forwarding data 
associated with the first RSVP PATH message", "based on the second 
Recovery Explicit Route Object contained in the received RSVP RESV message, 
updating the Explicit Route Object to correspond to the original RSVP route." 
were not described in the specification as originally filed. Paragraph [0051] fails 
to teach association of identifying forwarding data with the first RSVP PATH 
message. Paragraph [0060] does not provide support for the Explicit Route 
Object to correspond to the original RSVP route. Particularly, paragraph 
[0060] does not teach corresponding the Explicit Route Object to the Original 
RSVP route after updating. Paragraph [0060] does not teach original RSVP 
route. Paragraph [0060] teaches to update ERO , but it is silent about to 
correspond to the original RSVP route. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
1 22(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

12. Claims 1-3, 8-10, 14-16 and 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Kompella et al. US 7,359,377. 

As to claims 1, 8, 14 and 20: 

Kompella et al. discloses an apparatus for restarting resource reservation 
protocol (RSVP) processes in multiple network devices, comprising: a network 
interface that is coupled to the data network for receiving one or more packet 
flows therefrom (interfaces; Kompella et al.; column 26, lines 20-23); a processor; 
one or more stored sequences of instructions which, when executed by the 
processor (Kompella et al.; column 26, lines 24-47), and a method of restarting 
resource reservation protocol (RSVP) processes in multiple network devices, the 
method comprising the computer-implemented steps of: 

entering a recovery mode (graceful restart: node with restart capability; 
Kompella et al.; Fig. 6; method 468a' that effected by a restarting node; Kompella 
et al.; column 10, line 39); sending a Hello message (advertise restart capability 
605; Fig. 6; Kompella et al.; Hello message; 830; Fig. 8; column 10, lines 44-57) 
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to a first neighbor RSVP node (node A; Kompella et al.; Fig. 8), after entering the 
recovery mode (after method 468a' effected by a restarting node; Fig. 6; 
Kompella et al.; column 10, line 39), wherein the Hello message comprises a 
non-zero Recovery Time value (recovery time in milliseconds; Kompella et al.; 
column 22, lines 50-58); completing the recovery mode (restart of component 
complete with forwarding state was not preserved; Kompella et al.; Fig. 6; Fig. 8; 
column 1 0, lines 66-column 1 1 , line 3); sending a Hello message to the first 
neighbor RSVP node (622; advertise that forwarding state table was not 
preserved; Kompella et al.; Fig. 6; column 11, lines 15-20), after completing the 
recovery mode (after restart of component complete with forwarding state was 
not preserved; Kompella et al.; Fig. 6; Fig. 8; column 10, lines 66-column 11, line 
3), wherein the Hello message comprises a Recovery Time value of zero (set 
time to zero; Kompella et al.; column 23, lines 6-21; column 19, lines 10-15). 
As to claims 2, 9, 15 and 21: 

Kompella et al. discloses receiving, from a second neighbor RSVP node, a 
Hello message having a non-zero Recovery Time value (860; Kompella et al.; 
Fig. 8; column 23, lines 6-10, where method of Kompella et al. is applicable to 
more than two RSVP nodes within the network Fig. 3); 
storing information specifying that the second neighbor RSVP node is in a 
recovery mode (850; node a discovers that node b is down with setting local 
timer 855 which is running in the node; Kompella et al.; Fig. 8; column 12, lines 
5-8). 

As to claims 3, 10, 16 and 22: 
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Kompella et al. discloses receiving, from the second neighbor RSVP node, 
a Hello message having a zero Recovery Time value (Kompella et al.; Fig. 8; 
column 23, line 1 1 , where method of Kompella et al. is applicable to more than 
two RSVP nodes within the network Fig. 3); storing information specifying that 
the second neighbor RSVP node is in a normal mode (735 accept or infer 
forwarding state from peer node, where time value of zero corresponds to the 
states were not preserved mode (normal mode); 735; Kompella et al.; Fig. 7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

14. Claims 4, 6, 11, 13, 17, 19, 23 and 25 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Kompella et al. US 7,359,377, of record, in view of 
Seddigh et al. US 7,317,731, of record. 

As to claims 4, 11, 17 and 23: 

Kompella et al. discloses the claimed invention as to claims 2, 9, 15 and 
21 above. 

Kompella et al. fails to teach step of creating and storing 
second information further comprises the steps of: receiving an RSVP PATH 
message that contains a Recovery Label; forwarding the PATH message to a 
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downstream node with the Recovery Label only in response to determining that 
the PATH message is being sent to a node that is in recovery mode. 

However, Seddigh et al. discloses receiving (received by node 620; 
Seddigh et al. Fig. 6) an RSVP PATH message (612; Seddigh et al. Fig. 6) that 
contains a Recovery Label (Seddigh et al.; column 18, lines 40-45); forwarding 
(forwarded by node 610; Seddigh et al.; Fig. 6) the PATH message (612; 
Seddigh et al. Fig. 6) to a downstream node with the Recovery Label only in 
response to determining that the PATH message is being sent to a node that is in 
recovery mode (Seddigh et al.; column 18, lines 36-45) for the purpose of hitless 
restart (Seddigh et al.; Title). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the applicants' invention was made to include RSVP PATH message 
processing in the RSVP system taught by Kompella et al., as taught by Seddigh 
et al., in order to perform a hitless restart in the network (Seddigh et al.; Title). 
As to claims 6, 13, 19 and 25: 

Kompella et al. and Seddigh et al. disclose the claimed invention as to 
claim 4,11,17 and 23 above. 

Furthermore, Kompella et al. and Seddigh et al. disclose the determining 
step is performed based on whether a Recovery Time value in a previously 
received Hello message is non-zero (Kompella et al.; column 25, lines 13-31; 
Seddigh et al. column 18, lines 35-40). 



Allowable Subject Matter 
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15. Claim 7 is allowed. 

16. Claim 5, 12, 18 and 24 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Alex Skripnikov whose telephone number is 
571-270-1958. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00 
AM to 5 PM EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kwang B. Yao can be reached on 571-272-3182. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

December 22, 2008 /Alex Skripnikov/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2416 



/Kwang B. Yao/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2416 



